
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 4 OF 2024 

WHEREAS, gun violence presents a threat to American life in Westchester County and 

beyond, and 

WHEREAS, the epidemic of gun violence is a preventable phenomenon, unique in its 

scale to the United States, and 

WHEREAS, firearms are the leading cause of death for children and teens in the United 

States, and 

WHEREAS, between 2015 and 2022, more than 19,000 people were killed or wounded 

in the United States in a mass shooting, and 

WHEREAS, historically marginalized communities have borne the disproportionate 

burden of tragedy stemming from gun violence, and 

WHERAS, in the month of March, 2024 alone, two shootings have occurred in 

Westchester County in the cities of New Rochelle and Mount Vernon, and 

WHEREAS, “ghost guns,” illegal firearms created with the use of a 3D printer, have 

posed an unprecedented new threat to public safety in Westchester, and 

WHEREAS, firearm manufacturers have had an outsized influence upon the policy of 

firearm regulation in the United States, and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that citizens have a voice in the provision of safety in their 

communities, and 

WHEREAS, comprehensive common-sense gun reform can bring an end to the 

uncontrolled proliferation of firearms in our communities, and 

WHEREAS, Westchester County has made substantial progress guarding against the 

spread of gun violence, taking measures to ban gun sales on County property, and   

WHEREAS, gun violence fatalities have resultantly fallen in Westchester County, and 

are presently three times lower than the New York State average, and 

WHEREAS, even a single gun death is one too many, and  

WHEREAS, collaboration is crucial between all levels of government, non-profits, and 

advocates to end gun violence; and 



WHEREAS, on March 26, 2024 I signed Executive Order No. 3 of 2024 establishing a 

Westchester County Gun Violence Task Force; and 

WHEREAS, that Executive Order contained a typographical error; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, George Latimer, County Executive of the County of 

Westchester, in accordance with my statutory duties, do hereby order that Executive 

Order No. 3 of 2024 is hereby rescinded, and replaced with this Executive Order, and 

hereby order that there shall be a Westchester County Gun Violence Prevention Task 

Force (“Task Force”) to advise the County Executive and the Board of Legislators; and 

it is further 

RESOLVED that the Task Force shall be constituted as follows: 

1. The Task Force shall consist of twenty-one (21) members; 
a. The County Executive shall appoint sixteen (16) members; 
b. The Chair of the Board of Legislators shall appoint five (5) members; 

 

2. Persons appointed to the Task Force shall have diverse backgrounds. Among 

the appointments made by the County Executive, each of the following groups 

shall be represented: 

a. Law enforcement; 

b. Attorneys; 

c. Gun violence policy writers; 

d. Gun violence researchers; 

e. Community activists; 

f. Youth; 

g. Former gang members; 

h. Sociologists; 

i. Educators; 

j. Psychologists; 

k. Mental health providers; 

l. Clergy; 

 

3. Each member of the Task Force shall be appointed to a one-year term. The 

County Executive shall designate the Chair of the Task Force; 

 

4. The County Executive may appoint additional ex officio members of the Task 

Force as deemed necessary; 



 

5. The members of the Task Force shall be residents of Westchester County; 

 

6. The members of the Task Force shall serve without compensation; 

 

7. The members of the Task Force shall meet at such times and places as the 

members determine; 

 

8. The Task Force shall consider: 

a. The social conditions and influences that lead people to resort to gun 

violence; 

b. Ways to foster collaboration across all agencies and levels of government; 

c. Ways to facilitate collaboration between, and leverage the work of, non-

profit and for-profit business that are already engaged in reducing gun 

violence; 

d. How to engage the community in meaningful dialogue regarding gun 

violence, including both victims and perpetrators; 

e. Prevention and intervention strategies tailored to eliminate gun violence; 

and 

f. Options for the necessary resources to support these efforts. 

 

9. In considering these items, the Task Force shall engage with relevant and 

appropriate stakeholders, to ensure a holistic view the situation; 

 

10. The Task Force shall develop and report recommendations to the County 

Executive and the Board of Legislators to help reduce gun violence in 

Westchester County; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Executive Order shall take effect 

immediately and shall   remain in effect until otherwise superseded or revoked. 

 

___________________________ 

GEORGE LATIMER 
County Executive 
 
Dated: May 3, 2024 

White Plains, New York 


